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ALL incoming fifth grade students are required to read at least one book from this Rhode
Island Children’s Book Award 2011 list.

11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass

Amanda and Leo have the same birthday and always celebrate it together. After a fight the previous year, they throw separate
eleventh-birthday parties--then find themselves forced to repeat the day over and over until they can reconcile. It's Groundhog Day
for kids, and lots of fun due to deft pacing and sharp characterizations.

Donavan’s Double Trouble by Monalisa DeGross

Fourth-grader Donavan is sensitive about the problems he has understanding math, and then when his favorite uncle, a former high
school basketball star, returns from National Guard duty an amputee, Donavan's problems get even worse as he struggles to accept
this "new" Uncle Vic.

The Dragon’s Child by Laurence Yep
Ten-year-old Gim Lew Yep immigrates from China to America with his father, whom Gim barely knows, and fears he will be a
disappointment to his family when he arrives at Angel Island.

Dying to Meet You by Kate Klise
In this story told mostly through letters, children's book author, 1. B. Grumply, gets more than he bargained for when he rents a quiet
place to write for the summer.

Kenny and the Dragon by Tony DiTerlizzi
Kenny Rabbit tries to save his friend, the dragon, after he is labeled a community nuisance by the simple people of Roundbrook
village, who arrange for the creature to be fought by St. George.

The Magic Thief by Sarah Prineas

Conn'’s life is forever changed when he tries to pick the pocket of the wizard Nevery and instead gets a strong jolt of magic, but,
instead of punishing the boy, Nevery takes Conn under his wing, teaches him magic, and enlists his help in finding the person
responsible for stealing the city's dwindling magic supply.

The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg by Rodman Philbrick
Homer P. Figg escapes from his wretched foster home in Pine Swamp, Maine, and sets out to find his beloved older brother,
Harold, who has been illegally sold into the Union Army.

Odd and the Frost Giants by Neil Gaiman
An unlucky twelve-year-old Norwegian boy named Odd leads the Norse gods Loki, Thor, and Odin in an attempt to outwit evil Frost
Giants who have taken over Asgard.

Tofu Quilt by Ching Yeung Russell
Growing up in 1960s Hong Kong, a young girl dreams of becoming a writer in spite of conventional limits placed on her by society
and family.

Umbrella Summer by Lisa Graff
After her brother Jared dies, ten-year-old Annie worries about the hidden dangers of everything, from bug bites to bicycle riding,
until she is befriended by a new neighbor who is grieving her own loss.

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin
Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, and then joins a dragon who cannot fly on a quest to find the
Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless Mountain and freshness to Jade River.

Wild Girl by Patricia Reilly Giff
When twelve-year-old Lidie leaves Brazil to join her father and brother on a horse ranch in New York, she has a hard time adjusting
to her changed circumstances, as does a new horse that has come to the ranch.

Wishworks, Inc. by Stephanie S. TolanWhen he is granted his wish for a dog from Wishworks, Inc., third-grader Max is
disappointed to find that his new pet is nothing like the dog in his imagination.
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