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The NECAP testing results for Junior’s from October 2009 have been issued by RIDE.  Parents will 

receive individual scores of the student’s by Tuesday, February 16
th
.  Burrillville High Schools scores 

somewhat paralleled with state performance levels.  In the advance and proficient levels Burrillville 

High School exceeded the state in reading however, lagged slightly in math and writing.  These areas 

will be the focus for school improvement efforts.   

 

Next school year sophomores will be required to take a full year course in writing every other day, 

opposite physical education and health.  This course is designed to enhance the instruction of writing 

that occurs in the regular English classroom.  Emphasis will be on the structures of language and 

types of writings that occurs across the curriculum with a focus on essay writing and also feature types 

of writing which will be assessed on the NECAP testing, taken the following year. 

 

Twenty eight Junior’s scored advanced or proficient in math, reading, and writing.  These students will 

be recognized with certificates and be eligible for awards donated by local merchants.  The assembly 

recognizing their achievements will be attended by students in the junior and sophomore classes. 

 

The scheduling process for the 2010 – 2011 school year will commence after February vacations.  

Students will be presented the new Program of Studies which will include in addition to the sophomore 

writing requirement, a freshman technology requirement meeting opposite physical education and 

health classes, 21
st
 Century skills which will include spread sheets and presentation skills, digital 

portfolio, and career explorations.  A Freshmen Academy will be introduced to expose selected 

students to a team of English, Math, Science, and Social Studies teachers who provide high 

personalized instruction.  This educational opportunity is a unique initiative to ensure a supportive 

transition to the challenges of high school life.  A peer tutoring center, called The Academic 

Development Center will be offered as elective supporting student learning.  Burrillville high School will 

also introduce many additional electives and un-weighted courses which will not be computed in class 

rank. 

 
Informational sessions for students and parents are being planned for the month of March. 

 

For additional information e-mail me at olsenr@bsd-ri.net or call 568-1310 
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Class 2012 

Class of 2012 is hosting 

“Sweets for your 

Sweetie” during Bronco 

week.   Class officers will 

be selling an assortment 

of candy during activity 

period and lunches.  

Please help support the 

class of 2012 and bring 

your sweet tooth! 

 

 

The Feinstein Club 

 

 

The Feinstein Club received thank you notes from St. Patrick's and St. Theresa's Church food pantries for the food we collected and 

distributed during our Food Drive to help fill their holiday baskets for the needy which amounted to more than 2,500 lbs. of food items. 

  They were also very appreciative of the toys, games, books and stuffed animals that were dropped off by parents and donated by students 

during our Toy Drive for Christmas.   

This month the Feinstein Club is matching all donations made by check to the American Red Cross for Haitian Relief and will double all 

contributions received up to $1,000.  Additionally, all proceeds collected at our next Hat Day on Friday, February 12, will go to support the 

humanitarian efforts in Haiti by the American Red Cross.   

Mrs. Erickson Advisor - Feinstein Club 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The month of February has been designated 

as National Teen Violence Awareness and 

Prevention month. Students in Ms. 

DeMasco’s and Mr. Wignot’s classes have 

been taking part in “Teen Choices: A 

Program for Healthy, Non Violent 

Relationships” – an interactive program 

designed to prevent teen dating violence 

and peer violence. This program is funded by 

the National Institute of Mental Health.  

Burrillville is one of only 20 High Schools in 

Rhode Island testing this program. 

One in three teens are victims of physical 

dating violence. 2 in 3 teens experience 

some kind of emotional abuse by the people 

they date. The teen choices program is 

designed to help High School students 

develop and use healthy relationship skills to 

prevent dating violence. The computer 

program includes questions, individualized 

feedback, videos, and personal stories 

meant to educate and motivate students to 

use healthy relationship skills. The program 

is delivered in (3) – 30 to 40 minute class 

time sessions about one month apart during 

the school year. The program focuses on 

keeping one self safe – and for those who 

have experienced dating violence, the 

program encourages help seeking. 

Physical Education         

 
What you can do to encourage your teen to use healthy 

relationship skills: 

 Be a role model by using healthy relationship skills 
in your home 

 Talk to your teen about what is happening in their 
dating relationships and friendships 

 Remind them that you love them, and that they 
always deserve to be treated with respect 

 Encourage them to treat others with respect 

 Discuss the differences between healthy and 
unhealthy dating relationships and friendships 

 Know the warning signs of an abusive and 
controlling relationship 

 

What can you do if you learn that your teen is a victim of 

dating abuse or peer violence: 

 Tell your teen that you are concerned for his or her 
safety 

 Let your teen know that you are there to listen, and 
not to judge 

 Be patient and support your teen’s right to make his 
or her own decision 

 Give your teen information about people and places 
that can help in the school and community 

 Encourage your child to call the National Teen 
Dating Abuse Helpline (1-866-331-9474) if he or she 
is a victim and is not ready to talk to you or another 
adult face to face. 
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The Arts 

VISUAL ARTS                      

Mr. Mueller’s Clay classes have been working on the deconstruction and construction of footwear. We observed shoe construction 

by visually taking apart shoes, that range from slippers to boots and learning their construction techniques. We then created paper 

patterns, and used those patterns to cut the shoe pieces out of clay, and create our hand built our clay counterfeits.  Slabs were 

rolled out, taking into account thickness, and numerous joining techniques were employed. Later when the clay shoe was leather 

hard we carved into the clay, imitating the stitch marks, sole impressions and any logo that was to be found. Last but not least, we 

carved holes and sculpted eyelets for shoe laces. Glaze for coloring was added for the final finish! To view the finished products, you 

may see them in the media center as well as E6, Mr. M's room, and on digital portfolios as many were entered for evaluation.                                                                                    

DRAWING            

 In my drawing classes we have started on the anatomy of the human body. The intro kept everyone jumping! Each student took 

turns striking a pose for a gesture drawing, a fast 30 second sketch of multiple lines to identify the movement of the body. This was 

quite successful, as well as a lot of fun, when the students started to improvise with props.  Again some might be found in digital 

portfolio "fulfillment center".  We are now concentrating on the spine, skull and rib cage. To know how to draw a person you need 

to know how he is constructed or his "framing”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

ADVANCED STUDIO ART                 

 The kids have come up with some strangely creative ways of altering and reprobing abandoned chairs. The assignment in a nut shell 

was to visually change a chair, and create an Artistic statement which can be read on the index card which accompanies their work. 

It summarizes the artistic process they went through to create their "chairs of art” The "chairs" may be seen in the media center. We 

are multi-tasking on several other projects. We are working using assorted tossed out wine boxes, suitcases, hat boxes as well as 

tool and large crayon storage boxes. The problem presented is this: Take your box create a personal visual statement inside of it 

incorporating any and all media methods, then create a visual contradiction on the outside. The students have come up with some 

very personal unique ways of solving this project's problems and solutions! They will be available to the general public for display in 

the media center shortly. We also just finished our oldies project which involves picking out a theme based on a 40 year old song 

and painting or by any means and deliver a creative response to the title. They altered a record and created a piece of art from an 

old LP with a personal statement about the process.  They can now be found playing in the media center!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

"ART AFTER HOURS"   IS STILL ON THURSDAYS TWO UNTIL WHENEVER, or any night you find me.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

More Creativity to come, please support the Arts, as they are fundamental to creative problem solving! 
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Music 

Stephanie Vanable, a BHS Junior, recently participated in the URI Southern New England Honor Band on January 22
nd

 and 23
rd

.  

Stephanie auditioned with a recording that was submitted in early December.  She was notified a couple of weeks later that she 

had been accepted.  Rehearsals for the event were held at URI. Professor Gary W. Hill, Director of Bands at Arizona State 

University, directed the group.  Congratulations to Stephanie for her musical excellence.  She is a wonderful reflection of her 

school and family. 

Athletics  

Dylan Armstrong, Ed Maione and Roger Blanchard were invited to a national 7 on 7 pass skeleton tournament at Rutgers 

University sponsored by Scout.com and Badger Sports. Here is a snip from their website:  

Badger Sport Elite 7on7 - East Region-Rutgers 

 The Badger Sport Skills Pass Camp is one the top camps in the country. The top 16 skill players come from each state in the 

eastern region to compete for a chance to play in the national championship. 

According to Maxpreps.com Roger was the statistical leader in passing in RI and Dylan and Ed were second and third in the state 

in receiving. 

Drama 

Students from Anne Blissmer's current and past Introduction to Drama classes took a bite out of the Big Apple on Jan. 27.  A 

group of 49 students got up before the sun to head into New York City to see the Tony-nominated Broadway revival of West Side 

Story.  Current drama students had prepared for the trip by reading the musical play in class, listening to a variety of recordings 

from the show, reading an excerpt from the director's book about making this production happen, and reading interviews with 

the lighting and sound director.  After seeing the show, the BHS students were able to participate in a talk back with members of 

the cast.   

The trip was a great success, due in no small part to the staff and parent chaperones who explored Times Square with the 

students:  Mrs. Patty Blais, Mrs. Kathy Walsh, math teacher and Broadway expert Mr. Peter Berthelette, school psychologist Mrs. 

Kim Pristawa, and especially English teacher Miss Lisa Ricci-- whose friendship with a member of the crew of West Side Story 

inspired the trip in the first place. 

Most of all, the 49 students who attended the trip could not have been better.  Mrs. Blissmer is so proud of their behavior, both 

during the show and while exploring the city.  After the show, a fellow audience member expressed how pleased he and his wife 

were to have been seated near the BHS group, as they loved listening to their critiques of the show both during intermission and 

after the final curtain.  He complimented the students and was pleased to see so many students experiencing Broadway.   

Additional thanks go to guidance counselor Mr. Mike Clifford for recommending we spend some time at the Sony Wonder 

Technology Lab before the show.  Very special thanks go to Mr. Andy Riley, our school-based coordinator for career education, 

for securing Perkins Grant funds to help underwrite the cost of the charter bus, as well as to Principal Ralph Olsen for his support 

of the excursion.  Without their help, many students would not have been able to participate in this once-in-a-lifetime field trip. 
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Clay Sculpture of Mickey Mouse 
By: Kayla Choiniere 
Grade 12 
 

 
 

Self- Portrait in Pencil 
By: Nicole Goudreau 
Grade 11 
 

 

Self-Portrait with Oil Pastel 

By: Danae Peloquin Grade 12 

 

 

Clay Sculpture of Shoe 
By: Amanda Tarlaian 
Grade 12 
 

 

Self Portrait in Pencil 
By: Tyler Ross 
Grade 9 
 

 
 
Self Portrait in Pencil  
By: Chelsey Mulligan 
Grade 11 
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Bur rillville Public Schools  

 

Superintendent  

Dr. Frank Pallotta  

 

Principal  

Mr.  Ralph Olsen  

 

Assistant Principals  

Mrs. Sherrill McKeon  

Mr. Michael Whaley  

 

Department Leaders  

Richard Goudreau -  
English  

Kristi Craig -  Math  

Andrew Aldrich -  
Technology/ Buisness  

Nick Servidio - Science  

Barbara DeMasco - Student 
Wellness  

John Jalette - Special 
Education  

David Sheehan - Social 
Studies  

 

 
Guidance  

 
Mary Russo A - Fi 

 
Michael Clifford Fi - Me  

 
Susan Remington Mi - Z 
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Digital Portfolio 

Seniors should have a completed digital portfolio ready for submission by the 

end of the first semester, January 22, 2010. Any Senior who has not finished 

their Digital Portfolio must make every effort to complete their portfolio in a 

timely manner.  Students who may require extra support may schedule an 

appointment with any administrator to determine a plan of action in completing 

the digital portfolio graduation requirement.  Beginning in late February, seniors 

will begin the presentation process of the digital portfolio; specific guidelines for 

the presentation can be found in the diploma handbook, which seniors received 

in late October. 

Underclassmen should also be working on this graduation requirement by 

staying on track through the completion of their assigned digital portfolio 

assessments and submitting them for evaluation to their teachers. By the end of 

the Freshmen year 5 requirements should be complete, by the end of the 

Sophomore year 10 requirements should be complete, and by the end of the 

Junior year 15 requirements should be complete. 

 Parents may access their student’s digital portfolio through their student’s login 

or requesting a reader password from the digital portfolio coordinator Ms. 

Leonti, leontil@bsd-ri.net.  

If you have any questions or concerns, or would like a copy of the handbook, 

please call of email Michael Whaley at whaleym@bsd-ri.net or 401-568-1310 ext 

2200.  

World Language 

Help for students of foreign language! 

The Mentoring Club is up and running.  Mrs. Simone and the Advanced Spanish 

III and IV students are available to tutor those who are having difficulty in their 

foreign language class.  We have been meeting on Wednesdays but this may 

change to Tuesdays.   Please have your son/daughter listen to announcements 

for details.  We meet at 2 pm in Mrs. Simone's room, B-2.  The sessions end at 

2:30 and do not run if Mrs. Simone is not here.  Please have your child take 

advantage of this opportunity to improve their grades. 
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