


Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: French I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.1  (1 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
1. The student will communicate 
simple ideas orally, such as 
greetings and the expression of 
likes and dislikes. 
 

4.  The student consistently responds to simple greetings and questions appropriately with accurate pronunciation and 
the proper use of elementary grammar. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student regularly responds to simple greetings and/or questions appropriately with accurate 
pronunciation and the proper use of elementary grammar. 
 
2.  The student occasionally responds to certain simple greetings and/or questions appropriately with more frequent 
mispronunciations and using select elements of basic grammar. 
 
1.  The student seldom responds to simple greetings and/or questions appropriately often with mispronunciations and 
with frequent errors in basic grammar. 
 
 
 

2. The student will initiate 
conversation in French by 
forming basic questions. 
 

4.  The student consistently forms basic questions with minimal hesitations, accurate pronunciation, and the proper use 
of elementary grammar. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student forms basic questions with some hesitations with pronunciation usually understandable to a 
native speaker and with the proper use of elementary grammar. 
 
2.  The student occasionally forms basic questions with hesitations, with more frequent mispronunciations, and using 
select elements of basic grammar. 
 
1.  The student most often forms basic questions with frequent hesitations, mispronunciations, and errors in basic 
grammar. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: French I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.1  (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3. The student will communicate 
simple ideas in written form, 
such as likes and dislikes, that 
reflect the ability to compose 
simple sentences. 
 

4.  The student consistently composes simple sentences expressing likes and dislikes with proper word order, level 
appropriate grammar, accurate spelling, and the correct use of vocabulary. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student composes simple sentences expressing likes and dislikes usually with proper word order and level 
appropriate grammar with some spelling errors and misuse of vocabulary. 
 
2.  The student composes simple sentences expressing likes and dislikes often containing errors in word order and 
grammar with frequent spelling errors and misuse of vocabulary. 
 
1.  The student composes simple sentences expressing likes and dislikes with minimal regard to word order and/or 
grammar with minimal evidence of accurate spelling and use of vocabulary. 

4.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of spoken 
language by responding 
appropriately to a prompt that 
reflects a simple everyday 
situation. 
 

4.  The student responds to prompts with creative and meaningful statements, with minimal hesitation, and consistently 
with appropriate vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually responds to prompts using appropriate formats with occasional errors in vocabulary, 
grammar, and pronunciation. 
 
2 The student occasionally responds to prompts using appropriate formats with frequent errors in vocabulary, grammar, 
and pronunciation. 
 
1 The student seldom responds to prompts accurately, rarely using appropriate formats and making multiple errors in 
vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: French I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.1  (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5.  The student will read simple 
material and demonstrate 
comprehension of the text read 
 

4.  After having read simple materials, the student consistently responds correctly to information and yes or no 
questions and/or accurately translates the text read showing few errors in vocabulary, grammar, and content. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  After having read simple materials, the student usually responds correctly to questions and/or translates the 
text read with occasional errors in vocabulary, grammar, and content. 
 
2.  After having read simple materials, the student occasionally responds correctly to questions and/or translates the text 
with frequent errors in vocabulary, grammar, and content. 
 
1.  After having read simple materials, the student seldom responds correctly to questions and/or translates the text with 
frequent errors in vocabulary, grammar, and content, and with omissions of portions of the text. 

6.  The student will demonstrate 
an awareness of the customs and 
ceremonies of people using the 
French language. 
 

4.  The student consistently exhibits awareness of customs and ceremonies of French speaking peoples.  The student 
responds correctly to questions about these cultures and explains many aspects clearly and thoroughly in presentations 
and/or reports.  
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually exhibits awareness of customs and ceremonies of French speaking people.  The student 
usually responds correctly to questions about these cultures with some clarity in presentation an/or reports. 
 
2.   The student sometimes exhibits awareness of customs and ceremonies of French speaking people.  The student 
occasionally responds correctly to questions displaying minimal understanding of these cultures in projects and/or 
reports. 
 
1.  The student seldom exhibits awareness of customs and cultures of French speaking people.  The student rarely 
responds correctly to questions about these cultures exhibiting minimal understanding of these cultures  in projects 
and/or reports. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: French I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.1  (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7.  The student will differentiate 
between the ways, customs, and 
ceremonies of the foreign culture 
and his or her own American 
culture, such as education and 
food. 
 
 

4.  Through readings and/or research the student independently identifies elements of the foreign culture. The student 
clearly compares and contrasts these elements, drawing logical conclusions about the similarities and differences 
between the foreign culture and the American culture. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Through readings and/or research the student identifies elements of the foreign culture.  The student 
compares and contrasts with some clarity certain of these elements as they relate to the American culture. 
 
2.  Through readings and /or research the student identifies a few elements of the foreign culture.  The student 
compares and contrasts with limited clarity certain of these elements as they relate to the American culture. 
 
1.  Through readings and/or research the student identifies with prompting a few elements of the foreign culture.  The 
student compares and contrasts with minimal clarity one or two of these elements as they relate to the American 
culture. 

8.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
interaction between language and 
interpersonal relationships in the 
world, for instance, by 
recognizing signs of respect 
inherent in familiar vs. polite 
forms of speech. 
 
 

4.  The student most consistently and recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in the 
written form. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in 
the written form. 
 
2.  The student occasionally uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in 
the written form. 
 
1.  The student seldom uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in the 
written form. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: French I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.1  (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.  The student will compare and 
contrast basic linguistic 
components of the French 
language and English, in 
particular, basic sentence 
structure and subject/verb 
agreement. 

4.  The student consistently uses the correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components (especially where 
these elements differ from English) with minimal hesitation in the case of oral application. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses the correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components (especially 
where these elements differ from English) with some hesitation in the case of oral application. 
 
2.  The student occasionally uses the correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components (especially 
where these elements differ from English) with frequent hesitation in the case of oral application. 
 
1.  The student seldom uses the correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components (especially where 
these elements differ from English) with limited fluency and coherency in the case of oral application. 

10. The student will integrate the 
geography of countries using the 
French language into an 
understanding of the world by 
identifying these areas, their 
major cities, and their locations 
and describing the uniqueness of 
their cultures. 
 

4.  The student correctly identifies most French speaking countries, capitals, and locations.  The student independently 
explains aspects of geography and native customs and their impact on culture. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student correctly identifies some French speaking countries, capitals, and locations.  The student 
explains a few aspects of geography and native customs and their impact on the culture with minimal 
prompting. 
 
2.  The student correctly identifies a few French speaking countries, capitals, and locations.  With moderate prompting 
the student explains a few aspects of geography and native customs and their impact on the culture with limited clarity. 
 
1.  The student incorrectly identifies nearly all French speaking countries, capitals, and locations.  With consistent 
prompting the student displays difficulty in explaining aspects of geography and native customs and their impact on the 
culture. 

 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: French II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.2  (1 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
1. The student will 
communicate simple ideas 
orally, focusing on everyday 
topics of conversation and 
pronunciation. 
 
 

4.  The student consistently articulates simple ideas using suitable vocabulary with accurate pronunciation and the 
proper use of level appropriate grammar. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually articulates simple ideas using suitable vocabulary with acceptable pronunciation 
and generally using correct grammar. 
 
2.  The student occasionally articulates simple ideas using suitable vocabulary with frequent mispronunciation and 
infrequent use of correct grammar. 
 
1.  The student seldom articulates simple ideas with frequent misuse of vocabulary and inappropriate 
pronunciation and containing multiple grammatical errors. 
 
 

2. The student will express 
him/herself in different time 
frames by using the present, 
past, and near future verb 
tenses. 
 

4.  The student consistently employs the correct form of the present, past, or near future tense, consistently 
differentiating the time frame appropriately. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student regularly employs the correct form of present, past, or near future tense and usually 
differentiates the time frame appropriately. 
 
2.  The student sometimes employs the correct form of present, past, or near future tense and occasionally 
differentiates the time frame appropriately. 
 
1.  The student sometimes employs the correct form of present, past, or near future tense and seldom differentiates 
the time frame appropriately. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: French II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.2  (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3.  The student will understand 
and apply command forms of 
the French language by doing 
activities, such as following and 
giving directions. 
 

4.  The student consistently recognizes spoken and written commands and often forms the commands of common 
regular verbs correctly. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student ordinarily recognizes spoken and written commands and generally forms the commands of 
common regular verbs correctly. 
 
2.  The student sometimes recognizes spoken and written commands and infrequently forms the commands of 
common regular verbs correctly. 
 
1.  The student seldom recognizes spoken and written commands and rarely forms the commands of common 
regular verbs correctly. 

4.  The student will 
communicate simple ideas in 
written form using complex 
sentence structures. 
 

4.  The student consistently communicates well-organized ideas, appropriately choosing vocabulary with minimal 
sentence errors and few or no errors in accents and spelling. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student adequately communicates a main idea, usually selecting appropriate vocabulary, sufficiently 
organized and developed and containing some errors in accents and spelling. 
 
2.  The student partially communicates an idea with frequent errors of vocabulary, limited control of structure and 
inconsistent use of accents and spelling. 
 
1.  The student rarely communicates an idea, and does so with persistent errors of vocabulary and with no control 
of structure and habitual misuse of accents and spelling. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: French II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.2  (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of the spoken 
language by responding, with 
increased fluency, to a prompt 
that reflects a simple everyday 
topic. 
 
 

4.  The student reacts promptly to a verbal cue, either with a clear oral response, or through a gesture or 
mannerism as is appropriate. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student reacts with some hesitation to a verbal cue, either with a comprehensible oral response or 
through a sometimes appropriate gesture or mannerism. 
 
2.  The student reacts appropriately with extended hesitations to a verbal cue or infrequently responding with an 
appropriate gesture or mannerism. 
 
1.  The student reacts with a confused and hesitating manner to a verbal cue with no grasp of appropriate oral or 
physical response. 

6. The student will read 
conversational and cultural 
material and demonstrate 
comprehension of the text read. 
 
 

4.  The student consistently responds to a variety of classroom exercises or activities with valid interpretation 
and/or with proper deduction of the important elements of the text. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually responds to a variety of classroom exercises or activities with broad interpretation 
and basic deduction of the main points of the text. 
 
2.  The student sometimes responds to a variety of classroom exercises or activities with occasional proper 
interpretation and minimal deduction of the main points of the text. 
 
1.  The student rarely responds to a variety of classroom exercises or activities with feeble interpretation and/or 
little deduction of the obvious points of the text. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: French II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.2  (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7. The student will differentiate 
between the ways, customs, and 
ceremonies of the French 
speaking areas and his/her own 
American culture, such as 
modes of transportation and 
housing. 
 
 

4.  The student clearly and effectively compares and/or contrasts several elements of a cultural topic gleaned from 
presented information and/or individual research. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student clearly compares and/or contrasts some elements of a cultural topic from presented 
information and/or teacher directed individual research. 
 
2.  The student crudely compares and/or contrasts a few elements of a presented cultural topic and/or directed 
individual research with considerable assistance. 
 
1.  The student fails to compare and contrast even one or two elements of a presented cultural topic with no 
individual research. 

8.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
interaction between language 
and interpersonal relationships 
in the world, for instance, by 
recognizing signs of respect 
inherent in command forms as 
well as statement forms. 
 
 

4.  The student consistently employs the correct level of respect through appropriate use of verb forms and/or 
word choice. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student frequently employs the correct level of respect through appropriate use of verb forms 
and/or word choice. 
 
2.  The student sometimes employs the correct level of respect through appropriate use of verb forms and/or word 
choice. 
 
1.  The student rarely employs the correct level of respect through appropriate use of verb forms and/or word 
choice. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: French II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.2  (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.  The student will compare 
and contrast basic linguistic 
components of French with 
English, in particular, basic 
sentence structure, subject/verb 
agreement, and the use of 
tenses. 
 

4.  The student clearly and effectively differentiates between English and French structure by constructing a 
sentence in French and/or accurately translating a sentence from one language to the other. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student clearly differentiates between English and French structure by constructing an 
understandable sentence in French and/or competently translating a sentence from one language to the 
other. 
 
2.  The student insufficiently differentiates between English and French structure by constructing sentence 
fragments in French and/or crudely translating a sentence from one language to the other. 
 
1.  The student fails to differentiate between English and French structure and composes sentence fragments filled 
with multiple errors and/or translating only fragments of sentences filled with errors. 

10.  The student will integrate 
historical and cultural aspects of 
key cities into his/her 
understanding of the world by 
exploring the arts, architecture, 
and the uniqueness of the cities’ 
culture. 

4.  The student distinguishes with insight several cultural and historical facts about well-known French-speaking 
cities of the world and does so independently. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student identifies some cultural and historical facts about well-known French-speaking cities of the 
world with minimal assistance. 
 
2.  The student identifies a few cultural and/or historical facts about well-known French-speaking cities of the 
world with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student identifies few cultural and/or historical facts about well-known French-speaking cities of the world 
with considerable assistance. 

 





Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11, 12 
Course of Study:  French III   
  

Core Concept: The student will move beyond basic skills by applying and expanding his/her knowledge to writing, including original 
composition, reading where literary and cultural selections are used, and conversing more fluently. 

 

 6.3 (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3.  The student will initiate and 
develop conversation in French, 
based on textbook readings and 
other readings, such as short 
stories. 
 

4.   Given a prompt, the student generally initiates conversation based on level appropriate readings while displaying 
frequent use of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure and regularly verbalizing coherently and fluently and 
reflecting ample comprehension of the text. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student contributes to conversations based on level appropriate readings while displaying 
acceptable use of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure and verbalizing coherently with some hesitation and 
reflecting fair comprehension of text with minimal assistance. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student sometimes contributes to conversation based on level appropriate readings with some 
misunderstanding of the text while displaying infrequent use of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure with minimal 
coherency and verbalizing with great hesitation and reflecting minimal understanding of the text. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student rarely contributes to conversation even with considerable assistance while displaying general 
misunderstanding of text and with frequent inappropriate vocabulary and poor sentence structure and displaying little or no 
understanding of the text.  

4. The student will communicate 
ideas in paragraphs and essays, 
incorporating appropriate vo-
cabulary and grammar. 
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student generally communicates ideas in written form using level-appropriate vocabulary and 
grammar while generally writing clear, logical, and well-organized ideas relative to topic. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student frequently communicates ideas in written form using level-appropriate vocabulary 
and grammar while usually writing comprehensible ideas with an acceptable level of organization. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student sometimes communicates ideas in written form using level-appropriate vocabulary and 
grammar while occasionally writing comprehensible ideas containing limited evidence of organization. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student rarely communicates ideas in written form using level-appropriate vocabulary and grammar 
while seldom writing comprehensible ideas revealing little evidence of organization even with considerable assistance. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11, 12 
Course of Study:  French III   
  

Core Concept: The student will move beyond basic skills by applying and expanding his/her knowledge to writing, including original 
composition, reading where literary and cultural selections are used, and conversing more fluently. 

 

 6.3 (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5.  The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the spoken 
language by responding correctly 
to level-appropriate prompts that 
reflect new or unusual as well as 
everyday situations. 
 
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates listening comprehension by consistently responding to a format of yes or no 
and informational questions. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates listening comprehension by usually responding to a format of yes or no 
and/or informational questions. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates some listening comprehension by occasionally responding to a format of yes or 
no or informational questions. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates limited listening comprehension by rarely responding to a format of yes or no 
or informational questions. 

6.  The student will read level-
appropriate material, which 
includes longer, more complex 
sentence structure and paragraphs, 
and demonstrate comprehension of 
the text read. 
 
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student consistently demonstrates a thorough understanding of level-appropriate readings by 
consistently answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and most often independently creating written 
work that demonstrates an understanding of the use of complex grammatical structures. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the students frequently demonstrates an adequate understanding of level-appropriate readings 
by usually answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and with minimal assistance create 
written work that demonstrates sufficient understanding of the use of complex grammatical structures. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student sometimes demonstrates an adequate understanding of level-appropriate readings with 
moderate assistance by sometimes answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar by creating written work 
that demonstrates minimal understanding of the use of complex grammatical structures. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student seldom demonstrates understanding of level-appropriate readings by rarely answering 
question with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and seldom creating written work that demonstrates an understanding of 
complex grammatical structures even with considerable assistance. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11, 12 
Course of Study:  French III   
  

Core Concept: The student will move beyond basic skills by applying and expanding his/her knowledge to writing, including original 
composition, reading where literary and cultural selections are used, and conversing more fluently. 

 

 6.3 (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7.  The student will differentiate 
between the cultural norms of 
French-speaking lands and those of 
his/her own American culture, 
such as the role of religion and its 
impact on modern society. 
 

4.  Through readings and/or research, the student independently identifies the major elements of the foreign culture by 
clearly comparing and contrasting these elements and drawing logical conclusions about the similarities and differences 
between the foreign culture and the American culture. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Through readings and/or research, the student identifies some elements of the foreign culture by comparing and 
contrasting certain of these elements with some clarity as they relate to the American culture. 
 
2.  Through readings and/or research, the student identifies a few elements of the foreign culture by comparing and 
contrasting with limited clarity certain of these elements as they relate to the American culture. 
 
1.  Through readings and/or research, the student identifies with prompting a few elements of the foreign culture by 
comparing and contrasting with minimal clarity one or two of these elements as they relate to the American culture. 
 
 

8.  The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interaction 
between language and 
interpersonal relationships in the 
world, such as levels of speech 
which recognize social differences. 
 

4.  The student consistently uses and recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in the written 
form. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in the spoken as well as in 
the written form. 
 
2.  The student occasionally uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in the spoken as well as in the 
written form. 
 
1.  The student seldom uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in the spoken as well as in the 
written form. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11, 12 
Course of Study:  French III   
  

Core Concept: The student will move beyond basic skills by applying and expanding his/her knowledge to writing, including original 
composition, reading where literary and cultural selections are used, and conversing more fluently. 

 

 6.3 (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.  The student will compare and 
contrast the basic linguistic 
components of French and 
English, in particular, sentence 
structure, subject/verb agreement, 
and compound tenses. 
 

4.  The student consistently uses correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English with minimal hesitation in the case of oral applications. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English with some hesitation in the case of oral applications. 
 
2.  The student occasionally uses correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English with frequent hesitation in the case of oral applications. 
 
1.  The student seldom uses correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English with limited fluency and coherency in the case of oral applications. 

10. The student will demonstrate 
comprehension of literature and 
other readings and an appreciation 
of life outside American society to 
include people and events, both 
past and present. 

4.  The student frequently makes meaningful and impressive contributions demonstrating comprehension of materials read 
by presenting projects and/or reports clearly and confidently, displaying exceptional insights on foreign cultures and their 
peoples. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually makes thoughtful contributions demonstrating acceptable comprehension of materials read by 
presenting projects and/or reports with some clarity displaying an adequate understanding of foreign cultures and 
their peoples. 
 
2.  The student occasionally makes contributions demonstrating minimal comprehension of materials read by presenting 
projects and/or reports with minimal clarity, displaying and unsatisfactory understanding of foreign cultures and their 
peoples. 
 
1.  The student seldom makes contributions and displays limited comprehension of materials read by presenting projects 
and/or reports that contain severe misconceptions about foreign cultures and their peoples. 

 





Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 12 
Course of Study: French IV   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop confidence and self-reliance by redefining his/her skill base to the point where he/she is able to 
participate in natural conversations, fluent written communications and show an appreciation of literature and culture. 

 

 6.4 (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3. The student will demonstrate 
oral proficiency in French by using 
correct pronunciation and a variety 
of sentence structures when 
reacting to readings or other 
conversational prompts. 
 

4.  The student consistently demonstrates oral proficiency with correct pronunciation and use of idiomatic expressions. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually demonstrates oral proficiency with correct pronunciation and use of idiomatic expressions 
with minimal assistance. 
 
2.  The student sometimes demonstrates oral proficiency and occasionally uses idiomatic expressions with infrequent success 
with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student rarely demonstrates oral proficiency and seldom uses idiomatic expressions even with considerable 
assistance. 

4. The student will communicate 
ideas in paragraphs, essays, and 
projects, incorporating appropriate 
vocabulary and grammar. 
 

4.  The student consistently demonstrates an ability to convey ideas in written form using a variety of sentence structures and 
appropriate vocabulary and verb tenses. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually demonstrates an ability to convey ideas in written form using a variety of sentence structures 
and appropriate vocabulary and verb tenses with minimal assistance. 
 
2.  The student sometimes demonstrates an ability to convey ideas in written form using a limited variety of sentence 
structures and appropriate vocabulary and verb tenses even with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student rarely demonstrates an ability to convey comprehensible ideas in written form and seldom uses a variety of 
sentence structures correctly with appropriate vocabulary and verb tenses even with considerable assistance. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 12 
Course of Study: French IV   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop confidence and self-reliance by redefining his/her skill base to the point where he/she is able to 
participate in natural conversations, fluent written communications and show an appreciation of literature and culture. 

 

 6.4 (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5. The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the spoken 
language by responding correctly 
to level-appropriate vocabulary 
and grammar. 
 
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student consistently demonstrates listening comprehension through informational question and 
answer formats, understandable to a native speaker, and appropriate to the level of information needed in order to completely 
answer the questions. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student usually demonstrates listening comprehension through informational question and 
answer formats, understandable to a native speaker, usually appropriate to the level of information needed in order 
to completely answer the questions. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student occasionally demonstrates listening comprehension through informational question and 
answer formats, with some assistance giving answers that are sometimes appropriate to the level of information needed in 
order to completely answer the questions. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student rarely demonstrates listening comprehension through informational question and answer 
formats, even with considerable assistance, giving answers that are irrelevant to the information sought in the questions. 

6. The student will read level-
appropriate materials, which 
include excerpts from literary 
works, and demonstrate 
comprehension of the text read.  
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student consistently demonstrates an adequate understanding of level-appropriate readings by 
consistently answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and most often independently creating written 
work demonstrating an understanding of the use of complex grammatical structures and vocabulary. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student sufficiently demonstrates a basic understanding of level appropriate readings by 
regularly answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and ordinarily creating written work with 
minimal assistance that demonstrates an understanding of the use of some grammatical structures and vocabulary. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates an incomplete understanding of level-appropriate readings by answering 
questions with limited use of appropriate vocabulary and grammar and creates written work that demonstrates a weak 
understanding of the use of appropriate grammatical structures and vocabulary, even with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student rarely demonstrates a slight amount of understanding of level-appropriate readings and fails 
to answer questions and creates written work with no apparent evidence of understanding the use of grammatical structures 
and vocabulary. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 12 
Course of Study: French IV   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop confidence and self-reliance by redefining his/her skill base to the point where he/she is able to 
participate in natural conversations, fluent written communications and show an appreciation of literature and culture. 

 

 6.4 (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7. The student will explore cultural 
components and traditions of 
countries and regions where 
French is spoken, such as African 
or North American literature. 
 

4.  The student independently identifies the major elements of a foreign culture through readings and/or research and clearly 
demonstrates his/her findings either in a written or oral presentation. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student identifies some elements of a foreign culture through readings and/or research with minimal 
assistance and demonstrates his/her findings either in a written or oral presentation with moderate clarity. 
 
2.  The student sometimes identifies some elements of a foreign culture through readings and/or research with moderate 
assistance and demonstrates his/her findings in a partial or incomplete written or oral presentation of the material. 
 
1.  The student rarely identifies elements of a foreign culture through readings and/or research, even with considerable 
assistance and demonstrates his/her findings in oral or written form displaying serious misconceptions about the information 
gathered. 

8. The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interaction 
between language and 
interpersonal relationships in the 
world as well as the societal and 
political structure of French 
speaking regions. 
 

4.  The student consistently recognizes and uses the appropriate forms of addressing people in spoken as well as written 
forms, incorporating speech that recognizes social and political differences. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually recognizes and uses the appropriate forms of addressing people in spoken as well as written 
forms recognizing social and political differences and with minimal assistance incorporates this into speech. 
 
2.  The student sometimes recognizes and uses the appropriate forms of addressing people in spoken as well as written forms 
and inconsistently recognizes social and political differences even with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student rarely recognizes and uses the appropriate forms of addressing people in spoken as well as written forms and 
seldom recognizes social and political differences even with considerable assistance. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 12 
Course of Study: French IV   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop confidence and self-reliance by redefining his/her skill base to the point where he/she is able to 
participate in natural conversations, fluent written communications and show an appreciation of literature and culture. 

 

 6.4 (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.  The student will compare and 
contrast linguistic components of 
French with English, in particular, 
sentence structure, subject/verb 
agreement, verb moods, and 
compound tenses. 
 

4.  The student consistently uses correct word order, idioms, and agreement of linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English and accomplishes this with an acceptable level of fluency in cases of oral application and with 
acceptable competency in written application. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses correct word order, idioms, and agreement of linguistic components, especially where 
these elements differ from English and accomplishes this with a nearly acceptable level of fluency in cases of oral 
application and with a nearly acceptable level of competency in written application. 
 
2.  The student inconsistently uses correct word order, idioms, and agreement of linguistic components, especially where 
these elements differ from English and seldom accomplishes this with any level of fluency or competency in oral and written 
work respectively. 
 
1.  The student rarely uses correct word order, idioms, and agreement of linguistic components; especially where these 
elements differ from English hardly ever shows fluency or competency in oral and written work respectively. 

10.  The student will analyze and 
respond to literature and other 
readings and express appreciation 
of life outside American society. 

4.  The student makes frequent meaningful, analytical contributions, demonstrating a clear understanding and appreciation of 
excerpts of literary works and cultural readings regarding foreign lands and their peoples. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually makes thoughtful contributions to classroom discussions of readings with minimal assistance 
and displays an adequate understanding and appreciation of foreign cultures and their peoples. 
 
2.  The student occasionally makes contributions demonstrating minimal understanding of selected readings and of the 
foreign cultures and their peoples discussed in them even with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student seldom makes contributions and demonstrates limited comprehension of selected readings and of foreign 
cultures and their peoples discussed in them even with considerable assistance. 

 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Spanish I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.5  (1 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
1. The student will communicate 
simple ideas orally, such as 
greetings and the expression of 
likes and dislikes. 
 

4.  The student consistently responds to simple greetings and questions appropriately with accurate pronunciation and 
the proper use of elementary grammar. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student regularly responds to simple greetings and/or questions appropriately with accurate 
pronunciation and the proper use of elementary grammar. 
 
2.  The student occasionally responds to certain simple greetings and/or questions appropriately with more frequent 
mispronunciations and using select elements of basic grammar. 
 
1.  The student seldom responds to simple greetings and/or questions appropriately often with mispronunciations and 
with frequent errors in basic grammar. 
 
 
 

2. The student will initiate 
conversation in Spanish by 
forming basic questions. 
 

4.  The student consistently forms basic questions with minimal hesitations, accurate pronunciation, and the proper use 
of elementary grammar. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student forms basic questions with some hesitations with pronunciation usually understandable to a 
native speaker and with the proper use of elementary grammar. 
 
2.  The student occasionally forms basic questions with hesitations, with more frequent mispronunciations, and using 
select elements of basic grammar. 
 
1.  The student most often forms basic questions with frequent hesitations, mispronunciations, and errors in basic 
grammar. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Spanish I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.5  (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3. The student will communicate 
simple ideas in written form, 
such as likes and dislikes, that 
reflect the ability to compose 
simple sentences. 
 

4.  The student consistently composes simple sentences expressing likes and dislikes with proper word order, level 
appropriate grammar, accurate spelling, and the correct use of vocabulary. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student composes simple sentences expressing likes and dislikes usually with proper word order and level 
appropriate grammar with some spelling errors and misuse of vocabulary. 
 
2.  The student composes simple sentences expressing likes and dislikes often containing errors in word order and 
grammar with frequent spelling errors and misuse of vocabulary. 
 
1.  The student composes simple sentences expressing likes and dislikes with minimal regard to word order and/or 
grammar with minimal evidence of accurate spelling and use of vocabulary. 

4.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of spoken 
language by responding 
appropriately to a prompt that 
reflects a simple everyday 
situation. 
 

4.  The student responds to prompts with creative and meaningful statements, with minimal hesitation, and consistently 
with appropriate vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually responds to prompts using appropriate formats with occasional errors in vocabulary, 
grammar, and pronunciation. 
 
2 The student occasionally responds to prompts using appropriate formats with frequent errors in vocabulary, grammar, 
and pronunciation. 
 
1 The student seldom responds to prompts accurately, rarely using appropriate formats and making multiple errors in 
vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Spanish I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.5  (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5.  The student will read simple 
material and demonstrate 
comprehension of the text read 
 

4.  After having read simple materials, the student consistently responds correctly to information and yes or no 
questions and/or accurately translates the text read showing few errors in vocabulary, grammar, and content. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  After having read simple materials, the student usually responds correctly to questions and/or translates the 
text read with occasional errors in vocabulary, grammar, and content. 
 
2.  After having read simple materials, the student occasionally responds correctly to questions and/or translates the text 
with frequent errors in vocabulary, grammar, and content. 
 
1.  After having read simple materials, the student seldom responds correctly to questions and/or translates the text with 
frequent errors in vocabulary, grammar, and content, and with omissions of portions of the text. 

6.  The student will demonstrate 
an awareness of the customs and 
ceremonies of people using the 
Spanish language. 
 

4.  The student consistently exhibits awareness of customs and ceremonies of Spanish speaking peoples.  The student 
responds correctly to questions about these cultures and explains many aspects clearly and thoroughly in presentations 
and/or reports.  
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually exhibits awareness of customs and ceremonies of Spanish speaking people.  The student 
usually responds correctly to questions about these cultures with some clarity in presentation an/or reports. 
 
2.   The student sometimes exhibits awareness of customs and ceremonies of Spanish speaking people.  The student 
occasionally responds correctly to questions displaying minimal understanding of these cultures in projects and/or 
reports. 
 
1.  The student seldom exhibits awareness of customs and cultures of Spanish speaking people.  The student rarely 
responds correctly to questions about these cultures exhibiting minimal understanding of these cultures in projects 
and/or reports. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Spanish I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.5  (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7.  The student will differentiate 
between the ways, customs, and 
ceremonies of the foreign culture 
and his or her own American 
culture, such as education and 
food. 
 
 

4.  Through readings and/or research the student independently identifies elements of the foreign culture. The student 
clearly compares and contrasts these elements, drawing logical conclusions about the similarities and differences 
between the foreign culture and the American culture. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Through readings and/or research the student identifies elements of the foreign culture.  The student 
compares and contrasts with some clarity certain of these elements as they relate to the American culture. 
 
2.  Through readings and /or research the student identifies a few elements of the foreign culture.  The student 
compares and contrasts with limited clarity certain of these elements as they relate to the American culture. 
 
1.  Through readings and/or research the student identifies with prompting a few elements of the foreign culture.  The 
student compares and contrasts with minimal clarity one or two of these elements as they relate to the American 
culture. 

8.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
interaction between language and 
interpersonal relationships in the 
world, for instance, by 
recognizing signs of respect 
inherent in familiar vs. polite 
forms of speech. 
 
 

4.  The student consistently uses and recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in the 
written form. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in 
the written form. 
 
2.  The student occasionally uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in 
the written form. 
 
1.  The student seldom uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in the 
written form. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Spanish I   
  
Core Concept: The student will read and write simple sentences or passages and use and understand the spoken foreign language at an 

introductory level as well as demonstrate a knowledge of the culture and geography of the regions using the language. 
 

6.5  (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.  The student will compare and 
contrast basic linguistic 
components of the Spanish 
language and English, in 
particular, basic sentence 
structure and subject/verb 
agreement. 

4.  The student consistently uses the correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components (especially where 
these elements differ from English) with minimal hesitation in the case of oral application. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses the correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components (especially 
where these elements differ from English) with some hesitation in the case of oral application. 
 
2.  The student occasionally uses the correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components (especially 
where these elements differ from English) with frequent hesitation in the case of oral application. 
 
1.  The student seldom uses the correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components (especially where 
these elements differ from English) with limited fluency and coherency in the case of oral application. 

10.  The student will integrate the 
geography of countries using the 
Spanish language into an 
understanding of the world by 
identifying these areas, their 
major cities, and their locations 
and describing the uniqueness of 
their cultures. 
 

4.  The student correctly identifies most Spanish speaking countries, capitals, and locations.  The student independently 
explains aspects of geography and native customs and their impact on culture. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student correctly identifies some Spanish speaking countries, capitals, and locations.  The student 
explains a few aspects of geography and native customs and their impact on the culture with minimal 
prompting. 
 
2.  The student correctly identifies a few Spanish speaking countries, capitals, and locations.  With moderate prompting 
the student explains a few aspects of geography and native customs and their impact on the culture with limited clarity. 
 
1.  The student incorrectly identifies nearly all Spanish speaking countries, capitals, and locations.  With consistent 
prompting the student displays difficulty in explaining aspects of geography and native customs and their impact on the 
culture. 

 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Spanish II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.6  (1 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
1. The student will 
communicate simple ideas 
orally, focusing on everyday 
topics of conversation and 
pronunciation. 
 
 

4.  The student consistently articulates simple ideas using suitable vocabulary with accurate pronunciation and the 
proper use of level appropriate grammar. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually articulates simple ideas using suitable vocabulary with acceptable pronunciation 
and generally using correct grammar. 
 
2.  The student occasionally articulates simple ideas using suitable vocabulary with frequent mispronunciation and 
infrequent use of correct grammar. 
 
1.  The student seldom articulates simple ideas with frequent misuse of vocabulary and inappropriate 
pronunciation and containing multiple grammatical errors. 
 
 

2. The student will express 
him/herself in different time 
frames by using the present, 
past, and near future verb 
tenses. 
 

4.  The student customarily employs the correct form of the present, past, or near future tense, consistently 
differentiating the time frame appropriately. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student regularly employs the correct form of present, past, or near future tense and usually 
differentiates the time frame appropriately. 
 
2.  The student sometimes employs the correct form of present, past, or near future tense and occasionally 
differentiates the time frame appropriately. 
 
1.  The student sometimes employs the correct form of present, past, or near future tense and seldom differentiates 
the time frame appropriately. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Spanish II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.6  (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3.  The student will understand 
and apply command forms of 
the Spanish language by doing 
activities, such as following and 
giving directions. 
 

4.  The student almost always recognizes spoken and written commands and often forms the commands of 
common regular verbs correctly. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student ordinarily recognizes spoken and written commands and generally forms the commands of 
common regular verbs correctly. 
 
2.  The student sometimes recognizes spoken and written commands and infrequently forms the commands of 
common regular verbs correctly. 
 
1.  The student seldom recognizes spoken and written commands and rarely forms the commands of common 
regular verbs correctly. 

4.  The student will 
communicate simple ideas in 
written form using complex 
sentence structures. 
 

4.  The student consistently communicates well-organized ideas, appropriately choosing vocabulary with minimal 
sentence errors and few or no errors in accents and spelling. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student adequately communicates a main idea, usually selecting appropriate vocabulary, sufficiently 
organized and developed and containing some errors in accents and spelling. 
 
2.  The student partially communicates an idea with frequent errors of vocabulary, limited control of structure and 
inconsistent use of accents and spelling. 
 
1.  The student rarely communicates an idea, and does so with persistent errors of vocabulary and with no control 
of structure and habitual misuse of accents and spelling. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Spanish II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.6  (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of the spoken 
language by responding, with 
increased fluency, to a prompt 
that reflects a simple everyday 
topic. 
 
 

4.  The student reacts promptly to a verbal cue, either with a clear oral response, or through a gesture or 
mannerism as is appropriate. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student reacts with some hesitation to a verbal cue, either with a comprehensible oral response or 
through a sometimes appropriate gesture or mannerism. 
 
2.  The student reacts appropriately with extended hesitations to a verbal cue or infrequently responding with an 
appropriate gesture or mannerism. 
 
1.  The student reacts with a confused and hesitating manner to a verbal cue with no grasp of appropriate oral or 
physical response. 

6. The student will read 
conversational and cultural 
material and demonstrate 
comprehension of the text read. 
 
 

4.  The student consistently responds to a variety of classroom exercises or activities with valid interpretation 
and/or with proper deduction of the important elements of the text. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually responds to a variety of classroom exercises or activities with broad interpretation 
and basic deduction of the main points of the text. 
 
2.  The student sometimes responds to a variety of classroom exercises or activities with occasional proper 
interpretation and minimal deduction of the main points of the text. 
 
1.  The student rarely responds to a variety of classroom exercises or activities with feeble interpretation and/or 
little deduction of the obvious points of the text. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Spanish II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.6  (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7.  The student will differentiate 
between the ways, customs, and 
ceremonies of the Spanish 
speaking areas and his/her own 
American culture, such as 
modes of transportation and 
housing. 
 
 

4.  The student clearly and effectively compares and/or contrasts several elements of a cultural topic gleaned from 
presented information and/or individual research. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student clearly compares and/or contrasts some elements of a cultural topic from presented 
information and/or teacher directed individual research. 
 
2.  The student crudely compares and/or contrasts a few elements of a presented cultural topic and/or directed 
individual research with considerable assistance. 
 
1.  The student fails to compare and contrast even one or two elements of a presented cultural topic with no 
individual research. 

8.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
interaction between language 
and interpersonal relationships 
in the world, for instance, by 
recognizing signs of respect 
inherent in command forms as 
well as statement forms. 
 
 

4.  The student consistently employs the correct level of respect through appropriate use of verb forms and/or 
word choice. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student frequently employs the correct level of respect through appropriate use of verb forms 
and/or word choice. 
 
2.  The student sometimes employs the correct level of respect through appropriate use of verb forms and/or word 
choice. 
 
1.  The student rarely employs the correct level of respect through appropriate use of verb forms and/or word 
choice. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Spanish II   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop his/her knowledge of French language and culture by learning more advanced vocabulary and 
grammar, stressing the uses of the present, past, and near future tenses in all modes of communication and comprehension. 

 

6.6  (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.  The student will compare 
and contrast basic linguistic 
components of Spanish with 
English, in particular, basic 
sentence structure, subject/verb 
agreement, and the use of 
tenses. 
 

4.  The student clearly and effectively differentiates between English and Spanish structure by constructing a 
sentence in Spanish and/or accurately translating a sentence from one language to the other. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student clearly differentiates between English and Spanish structure by constructing an 
understandable sentence in Spanish and/or competently translating a sentence from one language to the 
other. 
 
2.  The student insufficiently differentiates between English and Spanish structure by constructing sentence 
fragments in Spanish and/or crudely translating a sentence from one language to the other. 
 
1.  The student fails to differentiate between English and Spanish structure and composes sentence fragments 
filled with multiple errors and/or translating only fragments of sentences filled with errors. 

10.  The student will integrate 
historical and cultural aspects of 
key cities into his/her 
understanding of the world by 
exploring the arts, architecture, 
and the uniqueness of the cities’ 
culture. 

4.  The student distinguishes with insight several cultural and historical facts about well-known Spanish-speaking 
cities of the world and does so independently. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student identifies some cultural and historical facts about well-known Spanish-speaking cities of the 
world with minimal assistance. 
 
2.  The student identifies a few cultural and/or historical facts about well-known Spanish-speaking cities of the 
world with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student identifies few cultural and/or historical facts about well-known Spanish-speaking cities of the 
world with considerable assistance. 

 





Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11, 12 
Course of Study:  Spanish III   
  

Core Concept: The student will move beyond basic skills by applying and expanding his/her knowledge to writing, including original 
composition, reading where literary and cultural selections are used, and conversing more fluently. 

 

6.7  (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3.  The student will initiate and 
develop conversation in Spanish, 
based on textbook readings and 
other readings, such as short 
stories. 
 

4.   Given a prompt, the student generally initiates conversation based on level appropriate readings while displaying 
frequent use of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure and regularly verbalizing coherently and fluently and 
reflecting ample comprehension of the text. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student contributes to conversations based on level appropriate readings while displaying 
acceptable use of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure and verbalizing coherently with some hesitation and 
reflecting fair comprehension of text with minimal assistance. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student sometimes contributes to conversation based on level appropriate readings with some 
misunderstanding of the text while displaying infrequent use of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure with minimal 
coherency and verbalizing with great hesitation and reflecting minimal understanding of the text. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student rarely contributes to conversation even with considerable assistance while displaying general 
misunderstanding of text and with frequent inappropriate vocabulary and poor sentence structure and displaying little or no 
understanding of the text.  

4. The student will communicate 
ideas in paragraphs and essays, 
incorporating appropriate vocab-
ulary and grammar. 
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student generally communicates ideas in written form using level-appropriate vocabulary and 
grammar while generally writing clear, logical, and well-organized ideas relative to topic. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student frequently communicates ideas in written form using level-appropriate vocabulary 
and grammar while usually writing comprehensible ideas with an acceptable level of organization. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student sometimes communicates ideas in written form using level-appropriate vocabulary and 
grammar while occasionally writing comprehensible ideas containing limited evidence of organization. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student rarely communicates ideas in written form using level-appropriate vocabulary and grammar 
while seldom writing comprehensible ideas revealing little evidence of organization even with considerable assistance. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11, 12 
Course of Study:  Spanish III   
  

Core Concept: The student will move beyond basic skills by applying and expanding his/her knowledge to writing, including original 
composition, reading where literary and cultural selections are used, and conversing more fluently. 

 

6.7  (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5.  The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the spoken 
language by responding correctly 
to level-appropriate prompts that 
reflect new or unusual as well as 
everyday situations. 
 
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates listening comprehension by consistently responding to a format of yes or no 
and informational questions. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates listening comprehension by usually responding to a format of yes or no 
and/or informational questions. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates some listening comprehension by occasionally responding to a format of yes or 
no or informational questions. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates limited listening comprehension by rarely responding to a format of yes or no 
or informational questions. 

6.  The student will read level-
appropriate material, which 
includes longer, more complex 
sentence structure and paragraphs, 
and demonstrate comprehension of 
the text read. 
 
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student consistently demonstrates a thorough understanding of level-appropriate readings by 
consistently answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and most often independently creating written 
work that demonstrates an understanding of the use of complex grammatical structures. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the students frequently demonstrates an adequate understanding of level-appropriate readings 
by usually answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and with minimal assistance create 
written work that demonstrates sufficient understanding of the use of complex grammatical structures. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student sometimes demonstrates an adequate understanding of level-appropriate readings with 
moderate assistance by sometimes answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar by creating written work 
that demonstrates minimal understanding of the use of complex grammatical structures. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student seldom demonstrates understanding of level-appropriate readings by rarely answering 
question with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and seldom creating written work that demonstrates an understanding of 
complex grammatical structures even with considerable assistance. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11, 12 
Course of Study:  Spanish III   
  

Core Concept: The student will move beyond basic skills by applying and expanding his/her knowledge to writing, including original 
composition, reading where literary and cultural selections are used, and conversing more fluently. 

 

6.7  (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7.  The student will differentiate 
between the cultural norms of 
Spanish-speaking lands and those 
of his/her own American culture, 
such as the role of religion and its 
impact on modern society. 
 

4.  Through readings and/or research, the student independently identifies the major elements of the foreign culture by 
clearly comparing and contrasting these elements and drawing logical conclusions about the similarities and differences 
between the foreign culture and the American culture. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Through readings and/or research, the student identifies some elements of the foreign culture by comparing and 
contrasting certain of these elements with some clarity as they relate to the American culture. 
 
2.  Through readings and/or research, the student identifies a few elements of the foreign culture by comparing and 
contrasting with limited clarity certain of these elements as they relate to the American culture. 
 
1.  Through readings and/or research, the student identifies with prompting a few elements of the foreign culture by 
comparing and contrasting with minimal clarity one or two of these elements as they relate to the American culture. 
 
 

8.  The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interaction 
between language and 
interpersonal relationships in the 
world, such as levels of speech 
which recognize social differences. 
 

4.  The student consistently uses and recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in spoken as well as in the written 
form. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in the spoken as well as in 
the written form. 
 
2.  The student occasionally uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in the spoken as well as in the 
written form. 
 
1.  The student seldom uses and/or recognizes the appropriate form of addressing people in the spoken as well as in the 
written form. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11, 12 
Course of Study:  Spanish III   
  

Core Concept: The student will move beyond basic skills by applying and expanding his/her knowledge to writing, including original 
composition, reading where literary and cultural selections are used, and conversing more fluently. 

 

6.7  (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.  The student will compare and 
contrast the basic linguistic 
components of Spanish and 
English, in particular, sentence 
structure, subject/verb agreement, 
and compound tenses. 
 

4.  The student consistently uses correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English with minimal hesitation in the case of oral applications. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English with some hesitation in the case of oral applications. 
 
2.  The student occasionally uses correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English with frequent hesitation in the case of oral applications. 
 
1.  The student seldom uses correct word order and agreement of basic linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English with limited fluency and coherency in the case of oral applications. 

10. The student will demonstrate 
comprehension of literature and 
other readings and an appreciation 
of life outside American society to 
include people and events, both 
past and present. 

4.  The student frequently makes meaningful and impressive contributions demonstrating comprehension of materials read 
by presenting projects and/or reports clearly and confidently, displaying exceptional insights on foreign cultures and their 
peoples. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually makes thoughtful contributions demonstrating acceptable comprehension of materials read by 
presenting projects and/or reports with some clarity displaying an adequate understanding of foreign cultures and 
their peoples. 
 
2.  The student occasionally makes contributions demonstrating minimal comprehension of materials read by presenting 
projects and/or reports with minimal clarity, displaying and unsatisfactory understanding of foreign cultures and their 
peoples. 
 
1.  The student seldom makes contributions and displays limited comprehension of materials read by presenting projects 
and/or reports that contain severe misconceptions about foreign cultures and their peoples. 

 





Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 12 
Course of Study: Spanish IV   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop confidence and self-reliance by redefining his/her skill base to the point where he/she is able to 
participate in natural conversations, fluent written communications and show an appreciation of literature and culture. 

 

 6.8 (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3. The student will demonstrate 
oral proficiency in Spanish by 
using correct pronunciation and a 
variety of sentence structures when 
reacting to readings or other 
conversational prompts. 
 

4.  The student consistently demonstrates oral proficiency with correct pronunciation and use of idiomatic expressions. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually demonstrates oral proficiency with correct pronunciation and use of idiomatic expressions 
with minimal assistance. 
 
2.  The student sometimes demonstrates oral proficiency and occasionally uses idiomatic expressions with infrequent success 
with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student rarely demonstrates oral proficiency and seldom uses idiomatic expressions even with considerable 
assistance. 

4. The student will communicate 
ideas in paragraphs, essays, and 
projects, incorporating appropriate 
vocabulary and grammar. 
 

4.  The student consistently demonstrates an ability to convey ideas in written form using a variety of sentence structures and 
appropriate vocabulary and verb tenses. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually demonstrates an ability to convey ideas in written form using a variety of sentence structures 
and appropriate vocabulary and verb tenses with minimal assistance. 
 
2.  The student sometimes demonstrates an ability to convey ideas in written form using a limited variety of sentence 
structures and appropriate vocabulary and verb tenses even with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student rarely demonstrates an ability to convey comprehensible ideas in written form and seldom uses a variety of 
sentence structures correctly with appropriate vocabulary and verb tenses even with considerable assistance. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 12 
Course of Study: Spanish IV   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop confidence and self-reliance by redefining his/her skill base to the point where he/she is able to 
participate in natural conversations, fluent written communications and show an appreciation of literature and culture. 

 

 6.8 (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5.  The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the spoken 
language by responding correctly 
to level-appropriate vocabulary 
and grammar. 
 
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student consistently demonstrates listening comprehension through informational question and 
answer formats, understandable to a native speaker, and appropriate to the level of information needed in order to completely 
answer the questions. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student usually demonstrates listening comprehension through informational question and 
answer formats, understandable to a native speaker, usually appropriate to the level of information needed in order 
to completely answer the questions. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student occasionally demonstrates listening comprehension through informational question and 
answer formats, with some assistance giving answers that are sometimes appropriate to the level of information needed in 
order to completely answer the questions. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student rarely demonstrates listening comprehension through informational question and answer 
formats, even with considerable assistance, giving answers that are irrelevant to the information sought in the questions. 

6.  The student will read level-
appropriate materials, which 
include excerpts from literary 
works, and demonstrate 
comprehension of the text read.  
 

4.  Given a prompt, the student consistently demonstrates an adequate understanding of level-appropriate readings by 
consistently answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and most often independently creating written 
work demonstrating an understanding of the use of complex grammatical structures and vocabulary. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Given a prompt, the student sufficiently demonstrates a basic understanding of level appropriate readings by 
regularly answering questions with appropriate vocabulary and grammar and ordinarily creating written work with 
minimal assistance that demonstrates an understanding of the use of some grammatical structures and vocabulary. 
 
2.  Given a prompt, the student demonstrates an incomplete understanding of level-appropriate readings by answering 
questions with limited use of appropriate vocabulary and grammar and creates written work that demonstrates a weak 
understanding of the use of appropriate grammatical structures and vocabulary, even with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  Given a prompt, the student rarely demonstrates a slight amount of understanding of level-appropriate readings and fails 
to answer questions and creates written work with no apparent evidence of understanding the use of grammatical structures 
and vocabulary. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 12 
Course of Study: Spanish IV   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop confidence and self-reliance by redefining his/her skill base to the point where he/she is able to 
participate in natural conversations, fluent written communications and show an appreciation of literature and culture. 

 

 6.8 (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7. The student will explore cultural 
components and traditions of 
countries and regions where 
Spanish is spoken, such as African 
or North American literature. 
 

4.  The student independently identifies the major elements of a foreign culture through readings and/or research and clearly 
demonstrates his/her findings either in a written or oral presentation. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student identifies some elements of a foreign culture through readings and/or research with minimal 
assistance and demonstrates his/her findings either in a written or oral presentation with moderate clarity. 
 
2.  The student sometimes identifies some elements of a foreign culture through readings and/or research with moderate 
assistance and demonstrates his/her findings in a partial or incomplete written or oral presentation of the material. 
 
1.  The student rarely identifies elements of a foreign culture through readings and/or research, even with considerable 
assistance and demonstrates his/her findings in oral or written form displaying serious misconceptions about the information 
gathered. 

8.  The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interaction 
between language and 
interpersonal relationships in the 
world as well as the societal and 
political structure of Spanish 
speaking regions. 
 

4.  The student consistently recognizes and uses the appropriate forms of addressing people in spoken as well as written 
forms, incorporating speech that recognizes social and political differences. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually recognizes and uses the appropriate forms of addressing people in spoken as well as written 
forms recognizing social and political differences and with minimal assistance incorporates this into speech. 
 
2.  The student sometimes recognizes and uses the appropriate forms of addressing people in spoken as well as written forms 
and inconsistently recognizes social and political differences even with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student rarely recognizes and uses the appropriate forms of addressing people in spoken as well as written forms and 
seldom recognizes social and political differences even with considerable assistance. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 12 
Course of Study: Spanish IV   
  

Core Concept: The student will develop confidence and self-reliance by redefining his/her skill base to the point where he/she is able to 
participate in natural conversations, fluent written communications and show an appreciation of literature and culture. 

 

 6.8 (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.  The student will compare and 
contrast linguistic components of 
Spanish with English, in particular, 
sentence structure, subject/verb 
agreement, verb moods, and 
compound tenses. 
 

4.  The student consistently uses correct word order, idioms, and agreement of linguistic components especially where these 
elements differ from English and accomplishes this with an acceptable level of fluency in cases of oral application and with 
acceptable competency in written application. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually uses correct word order, idioms, and agreement of linguistic components, especially where 
these elements differ from English and accomplishes this with a nearly acceptable level of fluency in cases of oral 
application and with a nearly acceptable level of competency in written application. 
 
2.  The student inconsistently uses correct word order, idioms, and agreement of linguistic components, especially where 
these elements differ from English and seldom accomplishes this with any level of fluency or competency in oral and written 
work respectively. 
 
1.  The student rarely uses correct word order, idioms, and agreement of linguistic components; especially where these 
elements differ from English hardly ever shows fluency or competency in oral and written work respectively. 

10.  The student will analyze and 
respond to literature and other 
readings and express appreciation 
of life outside American society. 

4.  The student makes frequent meaningful, analytical contributions, demonstrating a clear understanding and appreciation of 
excerpts of literary works and cultural readings regarding foreign lands and their peoples. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually makes thoughtful contributions to classroom discussions of readings with minimal assistance 
and displays an adequate understanding and appreciation of foreign cultures and their peoples. 
 
2.  The student occasionally makes contributions demonstrating minimal understanding of selected readings and of the 
foreign cultures and their peoples discussed in them even with moderate assistance. 
 
1.  The student seldom makes contributions and demonstrates limited comprehension of selected readings and of foreign 
cultures and their peoples discussed in them even with considerable assistance. 

 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Latin I   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.9  (1 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
1. The student will pronounce 
Latin words in a classical manner. 
 

4.  The student pronounces accurately with rare exception Latin words, demonstrating a broad knowledge of internationally 
accepted pronunciations. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student pronounces fairly accurately with some exceptions Latin words, demonstrating a good knowledge of 
internationally accepted pronunciations. 
 
2.  The student occasionally pronounces with accuracy Latin words, demonstrating a limited knowledge of internationally 
accepted pronunciations. 
 
1.  The student seldom and reluctantly pronounces with accuracy Latin words, demonstrating little knowledge of 
internationally accepted pronunciations. 
 

2. The student will develop an 
inventory of vocabulary of about 
500 words, many of which 
correlate to English words. 
 

4.  The student thoroughly learns the primary English meanings of a bank of approximately 500 Latin words and with ease 
and speed translates them in context of a short Latin sentence. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  With some exceptions and hesitation, the student learns the primary English meanings of a bank of approximately 
500 Latin words and translates them in the context of a short Latin sentence. 
 
2.  With considerable hesitation and several inaccuracies, the student learns the primary English meanings of a bank of 
approximately 500 Latin words and translates them in the context of a short Latin sentence in a generally unclear manner. 
 
1.  With considerable inaccuracy and prolonged hesitation the student learns the primary English meanings of a bank of 
approximately 500 Latin words and translates them in the context of a short Latin sentence in an illogical and incoherent 
manner. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Latin I   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.9  (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3.  The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the function of 
cases, correlating the three English 
cases with the five Latin cases in 
order to ensure accurate 
translation. 
 

4.  The student with ease and facility demonstrates an awareness of the function of the five major Latin cases and, accurately 
correlates English words and phrases with Latin case usage. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student with some hesitation demonstrates an awareness of the function of the five major Latin cases and 
quite often accurately correlates English words and phrases with Latin case usage. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates an unclear awareness of the function of the five major Latin cases and seldom correlates 
English words and phrases with Latin case usage. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates vague awareness of the function of the five major Latin cases and very seldom correlates 
English words and phrases with Latin case usage. 

4.  The student will analyze the 
concept of tenses and correlate 
English words with their 
corresponding Latin equivalents. 
 

4.  The student demonstrates accurate and rapid recognition of the indicative tenses of Latin verbs and, without hesitation, 
accurately translates them into English. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates, with some hesitation and with some inaccuracy, recognition of the indicative tenses of 
Latin verbs and, with some hesitation and inaccuracy, translates them into English. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates, with hesitation and lack of clarity, the recognition of the indicative tenses of Latin verbs and, 
with considerable hesitation and inaccuracies, translates them into English.  
 
1.  The student seldom demonstrates recognition of the indicative tenses and rarely translates them into English. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Latin I   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.9  (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5. The student will read simple 
sentences and/or stories for 
comprehension. 
 
 

4.  The student frequently demonstrates both orally and in writing a clear, firm comprehension of a broad range of Latin I 
sentences and stories. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student usually demonstrates both orally and in writing a basic comprehension of a substantial range of Latin 
I sentences and/or stories. 
 
2.  The student occasionally and somewhat unclearly demonstrates orally and/or in writing a rudimentary comprehension of 
a narrow range of Latin I sentences and/or stories. 
 
1.  The student rarely demonstrates orally and/or in writing any comprehension of basic Latin I sentences and/or stories. 

6. The student will derive 
information from Latin sentences 
by examining the implications and 
subtleties of Latin word order and 
sentence structure 
 

4.  The student demonstrates broad comprehension of the subtleties of Latin word order, the position of verbs, and 
techniques for achieving verbal emphasis by frequently translating Latin sentences in a clear logical manner. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student occasionally demonstrates a basic comprehension of the subtleties of Latin word order, the position of 
verbs, and techniques for achieving verbal emphasis by usually translating Latin sentences in a clear logical manner. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates an unclear and intermittent awareness of the subtleties of Latin word order, the position of 
verbs, and techniques for achieving verbal emphasis by producing translations that are generally unclear. 
 
1.  The student seldom demonstrates an awareness of the subtleties of Latin word order, the position of verbs, and techniques 
for achieving verbal emphasis by generally producing translations that are generally incomplete and illogical. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Latin I   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.9  (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7. The student will recognize 
English words using word 
derivations based upon elements of 
Latin word structure. 
 
 

4.  Based on a thorough knowledge of a learned bank of 500 Latin words, the student quickly and accurately recognizes a 
wide range of basic English derivatives and often recognizes less obvious derivatives after some analysis. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  Based on a fairly thorough knowledge of a learned bank of 500 Latin words, the student with hesitation recognizes 
a limited range of English derivatives and occasionally recognizes some less obvious derivatives after some analysis. 
 
2.  Due to an inadequate mastery of a bank of 500 Latin words, the student erratically recognizes a few English derivatives. 
 
1.  The student seldom recognizes any but the most basic of English derivatives. 

8.  The student will compare and 
contrast Roman ways of problem 
solving evident in architecture, 
hygiene, water systems, etc. 
 
 

4.  The student demonstrates a clear awareness of one or more Roman solutions to problems of daily urban life by a clear, 
logical and well-researched classroom presentation, PowerPoint presentation, a written essay, or an equivalent activity. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates an adequate awareness of one or more Roman solutions to problems of daily urban life 
by a clear, acceptable though not expansively researched classroom presentation, PowerPoint presentation, a written 
essay, or an equivalent activity. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates partial awareness of one or more Roman solutions to problems of daily urban life by an unclear 
and haphazardly researched classroom presentation, PowerPoint presentation, a written essay, or an equivalent activity. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates a slight awareness of a Roman solution to problems of daily urban life by an ineffectively 
written or presented and minimally researched classroom presentation, PowerPoint presentation, a written essay, or an 
equivalent activity. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 9-12 
Course of Study: Latin I   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.9  (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9.   The student will read Greek 
and Roman mythology and 
demonstrate, through discussion, 
insight into the mindset of the 
period, including the culture, 
attitudes, and beliefs. 
 

4.  The student consistently contributes to class discussion of Greek and Roman mythology clearly noting explaining the 
main differences between Greek and Roman approaches to religion and providing awareness of major stories of Greek 
mythology and also giving significant detail about the gods above and beyond generally known facts. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student provides some detail connected with the major Olympians and a general awareness of the major 
families of Greek gods and manifests some knowledge of the differences in nomenclature and function between the 
Greek and Roman gods. 
 
2.   The student demonstrates a partial awareness of the names and functions of the Greek gods displaying little awareness of 
the contrasts between Greek and Roman gods and providing few details about either. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates minimal awareness of the names and functions of the Greek and Roman gods. 

10.  The student will demonstrate 
knowledge of the history of the 
ancient Roman period and its key 
historical figures by evaluating the 
impact of leaders upon their 
culture. 

4.  The student exhibits a strong mastery of the history of Rome from its origin to its decline through essays that clearly 
demonstrate a broad awareness of the biography and impact of several well-known Roman leaders and also show the 
student’s ability to access several sources of information as preparation for effective historical writing. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student exhibits a partial mastery of the history of Rome from its origin to its decline through essays that 
occasionally demonstrate some awareness of the biography and impact of several well-known Roman leaders. 
 
2.  The student exhibits limited mastery of the history of Rome from its origin to its decline through essays that demonstrate 
erratic and incoherent awareness of the life and times of well-known Romans. 
 
1.  The student exhibits minimal mastery of the history of Rome from its origin to its decline through essays that show little 
awareness and recognition of some names of well-known Romans and their significance to their times. 

 





Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Latin II   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.10  (2 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3. The student will increase his/her 
inventory of vocabulary to 
approximately 1000 words. 
 

4.  The student, through constant and assiduous work, develops quick and accurate recognition of a core list of 1000 Latin 
words and exhibits this mastery by rapid translation of these words into their primary English meanings. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student develops a basic mastery of a core list of 1000 Latin words and exhibits this mastery by translating 
with some hesitancy and some errors these words into their primary English meanings. 
 
2.  The student develops a partial mastery of a core list of 1000 Latin words and exhibits this by translating with prolonged 
hesitancy and several errors and/or omissions these words into their primary English meanings. 
 
1.  The student develops a minimal mastery of a core list of 1000 Latin words and exhibits this by translating with excessive 
hesitancy and constant errors and/or omissions these words into their primary English meanings. 

4. The student will read and 
translate complex sentences in 
preparation for reading Latin prose 
and poetry in their original forms. 

4.  The student develops a highly accurate knowledge of the fundamentals of Latin II grammar: Ablative absolute, 
Periphrasts, Subjunctive Purpose and Result Clauses, Indirect Discourse and Indirect question, and exhibits mastery by 
consistently identifying such constructs in Latin sentences and accurately translating them. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student develops a generally accurate knowledge of the fundamentals of Latin II grammar demonstrating this 
mastery by generally being able to identify these constructs in Latin sentences and by quite frequently translating 
them accurately. 
 
2.  The student develops only a partial knowledge of the fundamentals of Latin II grammar and is able to translate simpler 
sentences though reveals little ability in translating sentences of a more complex nature. 
 
1.  The student develops only a scanty knowledge of the fundamentals of Latin II grammar and relies mainly on guesswork 
while doing the work of translating. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Latin II   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.10  (3 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5. The student will translate actual 
selections from Roman authors in 
unabridged form, such as the 
Metamorphosis of Ovid. 
 
 

4.  Provided with access to a Latin/English dictionary the student accurately comprehends the core and the subtleties of 
chosen passages from Latin II level authors and almost always provides translations the bulk of which is accurate. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student generally comprehends selected passages from Latin II authors by translating with some errors that 
do not distort the overall meaning of the author. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates the ability to translate scattered phrases and words from the passages but generally fails to 
comprehend and convey the core thought. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates slight ability to translate beyond the occasional words and/or phrases and rarely shows the 
ability to translate an entire passage. 

6. The student will complete 
history projects and/or position 
papers based upon the political 
structure of the Roman Empire and 
its effect upon our political 
structure. 
 
 

4.  In a major essay on the political realities of Rome, the student produces a paper exhibiting complex knowledge of the 
subject and demonstrates a high level of research in several different sources that is factually correct in terms of generally 
accepted data of that past and is written in a manner that upholds the standards learned in English class, and, in addition is 
able to draw logical and substantiated conclusions concerning the ways of the Roman past and the ways of the United States. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates a broad knowledge of Rome’s political past and in general is accurate, failing only 
occasionally to include a major point while writing an essay that is well written in accord with standards learned in 
English class. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates a generalized notion of Rome’s political structure in an essay that lacks detail and is 
occasionally erroneous and omits several major points. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates an erratic notion of Rome’s political structure in an essay that contains frequent errors and 
omissions of facts with poor grammar that results in a work that fails to raise the level of learning of the student. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Latin II   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.10  (4 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7.  The student will compare and 
contrast the key historical events 
of Rome with those of the United 
States, especially their impact 
upon social and political structure. 
 
 

4.  The student’s study of key events in Roman history demonstrates a high degree of awareness both of the details of the 
event and its implications for Rome in a work that is uniformly comprehensive, clear, and highly organized. 
 
Benchmark  
3.   The student’s study demonstrates a generally good comprehension of the details of an event together with some of 
the major implications for Rome in a work that is generally accurate and clear. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates a fair comprehension of the historical event chosen together with its implication for Rome but 
at times does not develop some major points sufficiently. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates a minimal knowledge of a selected event in Roman history in a work that is overly vague and 
lacks supported statements on outcomes for Rome. 

8. The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the art and 
architecture of Roman times and 
its carryover to the modern era, 
such as the fresco painting of 
Pompeii and mosaics. 
 
 

4.  As part of a team project, the student demonstrates broad knowledge of the principles of classical architecture/art by apt 
analysis of a specific piece of work with facility in the use of the technical language associated with this topic. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates a familiarity with the principles of classical architecture/art as applied to a specific piece 
of work and a grasp of basics yet is occasionally unable to demonstrate the subtleties involved. 
 
2.  The student shows some awareness of the principles of Roman architecture/art yet fails to illustrate the complexities of 
the work chosen and is unable to verbally supplement the weakness. 
 
1.  The student shows little awareness of the basic principles of Roman architecture/art in that the project chosen fails to 
illustrate the topic showing minimal research on the topic chosen. 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 10-12 
Course of Study: Latin II   
  

Core Concept: The student will understand and use word endings, word order, sentence structure, and the logic that supports the modes 
of Latin communication as well as the fundamental history and culture of Rome and its empire. 

 

6.10  (5 of 5)  Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9. The student will investigate the 
family life, occupations, and 
everyday experiences of people 
living in ancient Roman times in 
order to use the dynamics of that 
era as a basis for evaluation of the 
present. 

4.  The student demonstrates a wide familiarity with the details and style of Roman life in ancient times and, in several 
instances, is able to explain the dynamics affecting the lifestyle and economics of the different strata of Roman society and is 
also able to make apt comparisons and contrasts including explanation with the lifestyle in the United States. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates a fairly broad knowledge of the major characteristics of Roman housing, dress, 
transportation, education, etc., however, is not always able to provide enriching detail beyond the basic grasp of the 
different lifestyles of the assorted classes of Roman society. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates a basic knowledge of Roman lifestyles but is unable to show knowledge of more than 
rudimentary facts about some aspects of life in ancient Roman times. 
 
1.  The student shows only a cursory knowledge of the various levels of Roman society. 

10. The student will express 
opinions and understanding by 
writing simple Latin phrases and 
sentences 

4.  The student almost always writes sentences that correctly use the six major tenses, active and passive, observing 
grammatical principles involved such as singular/plural, direct/indirect objects and indirect discourse. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student writes sentences that often correctly use the six major tenses and the basic grammar of Latin II but 
demonstrates a weakness in writing Latin that involves the more complex forms of passive voice and indirect 
discourse. 
 
2.  The student writes Latin sentences that occasionally reflect the principles of Latin II grammar. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates an ability to simply write unconnected Latin words and is unable to master the mechanics that 
would provide a complete sentence. 

 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11-12 
Course of Study: Latin III   
  

Core Concept: The student will complete the mastery of Latin grammar, investigate stylistic elements of the prose and poetry of authors 
such as Virgil and Ovid whose writings reveal major segments of the Roman culture, and use the language to express a 
personal interpretation of the readings. 

    
 

6.11 (1 of 10) Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
1. The student will expand 
vocabulary to the point where 
original text can be read. 
 
 

4.  The student almost always masters thirty new vocabulary words weekly from a teacher-guided list and is able 
to correctly translate them within the context of a passage. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student often masters thirty new vocabulary words weekly from a teacher-guided list and is often 
able to correctly translate them within the context of a passage. 
 
2.  The student sometimes masters twenty or thirty new vocabulary words weekly from a teacher-guided list and is 
only occasionally able to correctly translate them within the context of a passage. 
 
1.  The student rarely masters twenty or thirty new vocabulary words weekly from a teacher-guided list and is 
rarely able to correctly translate them within the context of a passage. 
 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11-12 
Course of Study: Latin III   
  

Core Concept: The student will complete the mastery of Latin grammar, investigate stylistic elements of the prose and poetry of authors 
such as Virgil and Ovid whose writings reveal major segments of the Roman culture, and use the language to express a 
personal interpretation of the readings. 

    
 

6.11 (2 of 10) Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
2.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of complex 
sentence structure as a 
preparation for reading Roman 
literature it its original forms. 
 

4.  The student shows thorough and accurate knowledge of the complexities of ablative absolute, indirect 
discourse, gerundives, subjunctives, commands, supine and other standard grammatical concepts of the Latin III 
curriculum. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student shows command of the standard grammatical concepts of Latin III, such as, the ablative 
absolute, indirect discourse, gerundives, subjunctives, command forms, supine, and indirect questions. 
 
2.  The student shows partial command of the standard grammatical concepts of Latin III, such as, ablative 
absolute, indirect discourse, indirect questions, gerundives, subjunctives, command forms, and the supine. 
 
1.  The student shows minimal command of the standard grammatical concepts of the Latin III curriculum, such 
as, ablative absolute, indirect discourse, indirect questions, gerundives, subjunctives, command forms, and the 
supine. 
 



Curriculum Area: Foreign Language Grade: 11-12 
Course of Study: Latin III   
  

Core Concept: The student will complete the mastery of Latin grammar, investigate stylistic elements of the prose and poetry of authors 
such as Virgil and Ovid whose writings reveal major segments of the Roman culture, and use the language to express a 
personal interpretation of the readings. 

    
 

6.11 (3 of 10) Benchmarks September, 2003 
 

Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
3.  The student will write brief 
paragraphs and essays, such as 
personality profiles and event 
analyses, as a response to 
reading. 
 

4.  In writing assignments, the student demonstrates a high degree of attention to research detail, shows a very 
wide knowledge of the dynamics of the particular era targeted using an extensive vocabulary and alternating the 
rhythm of the sentences, and coherently and logically develops the thought while being careful to give evidence to 
justify and support conclusions. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  In writing assignments, the student demonstrates substantial attention to research details, shows some 
knowledge of the dynamics of the targeted era, and uses a broad variety of vocabulary while writing clearly 
and being careful to develop thoughts logically and giving some evidence to support conclusions. 
 
2.  In writing assignments, the student demonstrates some attention to detail and a partial awareness of the 
dynamics of the era using a variety of vocabulary and developing some thoughts extensively and occasionally 
supports a conclusion with a minimal degree of evidence. 
 
1.  In writing assignments, the student uses basic vocabulary and does not use a variety of sentence styles and 
performs minimal research showing minimal awareness of the era with little or no evidence to support statements. 
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Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
4.  The student will engage in 
extensive reading of one or 
more of the following authors: 
Virgil, Catullus, Cicero, and 
Ovid. 

4.  The student demonstrates a high degree of ability to translate selected passages from Latin III authors when 
provided with context and vocabulary support for occasional esoteric words and when confronted with phrases of 
exceptional difficulty is able to derive a logical, if not always accurate, translation based on contextual and verbal 
clues. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates substantial ability to translate selected passages from Latin III authors when 
provided with context and vocabulary support and also demonstrates the ability to provide a fairly logical 
translation of passages that contain a high degree of difficulty. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates an ability to work through to the basic ideas of selected passages from Latin III 
authors but when confronted with phrases of high difficulty is only able to translate some of the concept/phrases 
involved. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates minimal ability to coherently translate passages from selected Latin III authors and is 
only able to translate an occasional phrase. 
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Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
5.  The student will describe the 
political structure of not only 
Rome but of the classical world 
in the Roman Era. 
 
 

4.  The student is able to explain in detail the political history of the Roman Republic and the Roman Empire, 
including major eras, events, protagonists, and dates; and is able to provide extensive explanation of the causalities 
and outcomes of these events. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student is able to explain in some detail the political history of the Roman Republic and Empire, 
including major eras, events, protagonists, and some key dates; and is able to provide substantial 
explanation of the causalities and outcomes of these events. 
 
2.  The student is able to explain somewhat clearly and accurately the political history of the Roman Republic and 
Empire and is able to highlight some of the major events and characters intrinsic to the development of the Roman 
state but providing sketchy explanation of the causalities and outcomes of these events. 
 
1.  The student is able to minimally provide explanation of a few major events, personages, protagonists, and dates 
of Roman history. 
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Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
6.  The student will describe the 
political structure and daily 
reality of the people living 
within the Roman Empire. 
 
 

4.  The student demonstrates a clear and broad knowledge of the role of Rome in the context of the Mediterranean 
world and in its hegemony over the former Alexandrine/Hellenistic world and also shows a firm grasp of the 
geography of this world, ancient names, their modern counterparts, and the lasting impact of this ancient world 
upon the modern.  
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates a substantial knowledge of the role of Rome in the context of the 
Mediterranean world and is generally able to locate geographically the major centers of influence in the 
ancient Hellenistic world, and is able to trace some of the ways in which this ancient world left its mark 
upon the modern. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates knowledge of the extent of the role of Rome in the ancient Mediterranean world and 
shows some awareness of the major locations of this world and is able to state a few of the connections between 
the ancient and modern worlds. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates a very basic knowledge of the role of Rome in the ancient Hellenistic world but is 
unable to explain the relevance of any but a few power centers of this world and is only minimally aware of the 
impact of the ancient world upon the modern. 
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Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
7.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
technology of the Romans and 
the innovations and initiatives 
developed, such as gravity 
pumps and canal engineering. 
 
 

4.  In the form of an oral presentation the student demonstrates firm and thorough knowledge of the intricacies of 
the technology being explained and presents the material in a clear, seemingly effortless manner and is further able 
to satisfactorily explain student questions on the project. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates a substantial knowledge of the technology being explained in a well-organized 
presentation with few interruptions and can answer satisfactorily some of the questions generated by fellow 
students. 
 
2.  The student shows a fair amount of research in preparation for a presentation that is only basically effective but 
with clarity diminished by interruptions and lack of knowledge. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates a minimum of preparation for both research and presentation of the material and 
leaves most student questions unanswered. 
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Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
8.  The student will demonstrate 
an understanding of the art and 
architecture of the time and its 
carryover to modern times by 
recreating a piece of Roman 
architecture like the Coliseum, a 
fountain with running water or a 
sketch of a painting 
 

4.  In the form of a hands-on group project, the student demonstrates a carefully conceived and executed project 
that vividly displays the principles of engineering/craftsmanship of the Roman era. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates a well-conceived and substantially well-executed project that satisfactorily 
displays the principles of engineering/craftsmanship of the Roman era. 
 
2.  The student puts together a project that in many respects demonstrates the engineering/craftsmanship of the 
Roman era though with several limitation. 
 
1.  The student presents a project that bears little similarity to the concept chosen showing little preparation. 
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Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
9. The student will continue to 
use an understanding of Latin 
roots to prepare for the SAT 
English section 

4.  Through consistent bi-weekly assessments the student demonstrates an almost error-less knowledge of the 
derivatives selected for mastery. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student consistently demonstrates mastery of at least eight out of every ten objective multiple 
choice) questions involving derivatives selected for mastery. 
 
2.  The student consistently demonstrates mastery of at least seven out of every ten objective questions throughout 
the year involving derivatives selected for mastery. 
 
1.  The student rarely demonstrates mastery of seven out ten objective questions throughout the year involving 
derivatives selected for mastery. 
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Essential Learning 4 Point Rubric 
10.  The student will identify 
the nature of poetic writing and 
meter, using Virgil and Ovid as 
examples, and discuss the 
carryover to current literature 

4.  The student through classroom question and answer and through written objective assessment demonstrates a 
thorough mastery of Latin poetic devices and meter, such as litotes, polysyndeton, chiasmus, anaphora, zeugma 
and is clearly able to provide examples for such usages in modern literature, poetry, journalism, etc. 
 
Benchmark  
3.  The student demonstrates a substantial mastery of Latin poetic devices and meter with few mistakes and 
is generally able to point out examples of such usage in modern writing. 
 
2.  The student demonstrates partial mastery of Latin poetic devices and meter and is occasionally able to draw 
parallels for such usage in modern writing. 
 
1.  The student demonstrates little mastery of Latin poetic devices and meter and is rarely able to draw parallels 
for such usage in modern writing. 
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